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What happened between 1992 and 2001
to cause such a massive abendonment of the

‘. . former first couple? To begin, they have

| . suffered a downgrade in power. Individuals

‘e. will line up to claim you when you occupy
; the most powerful office in the world. But

when all you possess is the New York ju-

nior Senate seat, that’s another story. Some

i of their acquaintances were there forthe

powerride. '- o

; - Notwithstanding their power loss, the for-
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utchisyvoﬂdly goodsto“myﬁim.ds, as they,
my trustees, shall select.” When his next o

mer first couple may have made their own
bed on this matter. The Clintons were the:
first to abandon colleagues who came undes
intense media scrutiny. Zoe Baird, Kimba
Wood and Lani Guinier were just the begin-
ning. Guinier wrote in a New York Times
piece that, when she was under attack, the
White House never mounted a defense.
When she ran into Hillary in the White

‘House at the height of the controversy, all

- Hillary said was, “How you doing, kiddo?”
For Guinier, who had been a classmate of

theirs at Yale Law School and had received

them at their wedding, this meager suppo
11 felt like a hetrayal. '

Other friends, such as Geo::getowg Law
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" | signing the welfare bill was a denigration of
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~ his long-term commitmeiit to the poor.’

.| After Chubbuckwas = . . Finally, some of their intimate associates
seized, U.S. marshals transferred him to a may have abandoned them because they be-

California facility, because they belieyed that
he had too many friends in New Mexico, both |
in and out of jail, who were willing to help T

came scandal-weary. They were over-
whelmed when the Clintons didn’t exit the
White House with dignity. Instead, their ac-
tions served to remind the American people
of all the other salacious events that had con-
gested the airwaves at the expense of selling
and implementing sound public policy.
~ Perhaps the Clintons should take a page -
from Chubbuck’s and Lee’s handbooks.
Better to have a few coniidantes whom you

trust and who commut to you than a slew of
fair-weather fnends. |
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tractors got it wrong. In the New Testament,
Jesus says, “Greater love hath no man than . ..
a man who would lay down his hfe forhxs

friends.’” In our imes, it appears nat a peson
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Chubbuck and Lee definiiely have friends.
Rill and Hillary C inton are another story.

When Bill Clinton was first elected to the

presidency in 1992, seople were bending *.




